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["A S&'igia#
- Touch of
- Hitcheock

TORN CURTAIN
directed by Alfred Hitchcock

~ .
:B{Jarly in Torn Curtain Paul New-
. man. playing a false defector to Rast

. Germany (he's really a spy for us), .

is required to hump off a member of

the security police who has got on 1o g
» his litde game. The cop is, of course,
i, a professional, equipped with a black -
. leather trench coat, a course in karate
o and that line of menacingly comic |

chatter thal is one of the conventions
i of these films—particalarly when
. they.are directed by Alfred Hiich-

* cock. Newman, naturally, is an ama- - .

leur—a scientist unused to exertion
with intent to kill and further inca-

" pacitated, if that is the word, by hav-
ing o share his perils with Julie An-
drews, who plays his frightened but
feisty fiancée and traveling compan- -
ion, Ie carries no weapon and for as-
sistance he has only a rather shy- .

. Beeming peasant woman (Carolyn

: deadly encounter takes place. .

Conwell) in whose farmhouse the :

Itis, 1 think, one of the most nmem.
- orably grotesque fights T have ever
scen on film, Newman tries (o Blrat.
gle his opponent and his efforts are afl’
but laughed off. Wis friend trier 1o
help out with a poker and a kuife. ‘
and though her trouble s rewarded
by a splendid gush of blood, it just,
gets him madder, Finally, however.
they are able 10 drag the baddie (o' :
the oven and finish him off with gax.
Now this is obviously not a seeue’
for the squeamish, but it is o gt
—ecven classic—~Iiteheock geenc. in-
volving his fuvorile confrontation,
that of the game but inept amatewr
with the highly skilled organization -
of evil-doers. "The blend of tervor and :
comedy in a weird vision of hlackness |
is uniquely his own and is, indecd,
what we mean when we speak of “ihe :
Hiteheock touch.” The response he !,
“eonstantly secke to clicit is the laugh
that "turns into. a Aream—or vice
" versa—and in this heawtilully direct- .
ed requence that is precisely what he
achicves, . T e
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CAndrews on the cau

“There are in Torn Ciertain a couple

" more moments of cqual luster—New-

man {ricking the ~reret formula out
of an egocenlric professor (played
with nire grampiness by Ludwiyg Do-
aath) by engaging him in an fteld:
leetual duel which be ean win only bt
epilling the seeret: v man nmd Ve
for tie border
P inedrova as a
cavvtdote. hall-wud, whisky-voiced
Polish conatess wha will lelp them ¢
only i they will aponsor her tmmi-
gration to the U.¥. \1 these times
Hitcheock toys witl u- as we expecet |
him te when we witer the theater—
ke & Chineae tiekle-toriurer.

bt detain. | I\‘-

But the teath ia that Torn Curtain, :

bis 50th feature. more often tends to

prove what one has suspected for a .
long time and been unwilling to ad- .::
“mit: that Hiteheoek is tived Lo the.

point where what onee scemed highly !
personal style is now mere repetition |
of past tiumphs. This is true in
small matters—the casting of types,
the insistent use of the sound track
to create atmosphere and surprise— |
and in large—the climax of the chase
takds place in a crowded theater, just |

as it did-in The 39 Steps, Vo

'.E.‘hcac eflects wmay he wied, lni_t
they remain (airly truc and oncmight |

he tempted 1o tolerate them as trade- dl
“ marks rather than condemn them as ¥
~ clichés, il the gencral context of this”

film were ap 1o ITitcheock standards.

“But the truth is that Brian Mogye’s
seript lacks (hat constant erackle of - |

smart dialogue that onc usually as. -

- sociates with a Ilitchcock enterprise, |
‘that Newman aad Mise Andrvews | -

have small ability w0 play with the'

- highi sty le of such previous Iitchcock |
leads as Cary Grant and Ingrid Berg. e
“.man, .and that there is a distracted |
" air ahout much of the film—as if the |
‘master were not really paving atten. |
" tion Lo what he was doing, Therefore -

our emotional involvement - never
grows to the powit where it overvules !
rational disheliel or hlocks out those |
flaws of logic which should ot he nos |
ticed until we emerge into daylight. !
Ol course we do demand more of '
Iliteheock than we do of less exalied
practitioners of suspense. [t s also ;
true that on the simplest level Torn
Curtain is a perfectly acceptable way
to while away a couple of idle hours °
~the location scenes are handsome, .
the supporting players expert. And"

; . P
* there are those threc fine scenes, Bul
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_especially eince his »ift for black hu-;

" ly in tune with the times.

|

on the whole, Torn Curtain vopre-i
sents a hind of {ailure rare for Mr.}
Hiteheock. Usually when he flops it !

is because his reach has exceeded his’
geagp. and one i still respeetfully in-
trigued by the gropings of onc of the

few genuine artists to funetion sac-:
cessfully in the commercial cinema.!
Here, curiously, he fails through Jack:

of ambition and that is saddening,.

mor is now, as never belore, comph?te-
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